Dos Palos City Council Minutes
April 20, 2021
A. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor April Hogue called a regular meeting of the Dos Palos City Council to order at 6:03 pm in the City-County Building at 1546-1554 Golden Gate Avenue in Dos Palos, California on Tuesday, April 20, 2021.  Participants were live and in person, maintained six-foot distancing, and wore facecovering masks as required by the Governor and Health Department Orders as the COVID-19 Corona Virus pandemic continued worldwide.
1. Flag Salute:  Councilmember Debbie Orlando led the Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Invocation:  Councilmember Thomas Pigg led an Invocation.
3. Roll Call:  City Clerk Darrell Fonseca called the Roll finding all five City Councilmembers
present: Mayor April Hogue, Mayor pro Tem Thomas Pigg, Councilmember Debbie Orlando, Councilmember Armando Bravo, and Councilmember Marcus Porter.

Others present included:  City Attorney Edward Amaral, Sergeant Cliff Battles, Director of Public Works Gordon Bonds, Herman Burbach, Utilities Operator Ignacio Cervera, Geraldine Chambers, City Manager/CEO Darrell Fonseca, Frank Fountain, Director of Utilities Craig Hackett, Joe Lyons, Chief of Police Rich McEachin, Michael McGlynn, Lynn Miles, Randy Miles, Janet Miller, Katy Miller, City Engineer Garth Pecchenino, Virginia Pierce, Luis Quinonez of Republic Services, G.R. “Memo” Ruelas, Director of Finance & Personnel Manuela Sousa, Channing Tanner of Republic Services, and Jeanne Wagner.
4. Urgency Additions or Deletions:  It was moved by Councilmember Orlando and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Pigg to add Item C-10 to the agenda. The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSENT: None.  ABSTENTIONS:  None.  It was then moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Porter to Separate (Pull at the request of Mayor Hogue) Item C-6 from the Consent Calendar for a separate vote.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSENT: None.  ABSTENTIONS:  None.  
5. Public Forum:  Geraldine Chambers of 1273 California Avenue said her property has a sewer problem that she complained about to the city and nothing was done, that she paid a plumber $315 to repair and he said it’s the city’s problem.  Staff responded that it has been to property several times, used a camera to locate a line separation, and will cover the expense.  Michael McGlynn on behalf of Dos Palos Radio, thanked its financial supporters and thanked the City for its Covid Business Assistance funding.  G.R. “Memo” Ruelas said he has a letter from Five Development that he will forward to the council.
B.   COMMENDATIONS, PRESENTATIONS, and PROCLAMATIONS:

1. A Proclamation for National Day of Prayer will be presented on May 6, 2021.

2. A Proclamation for the 97th Dos Palos D.E.S. Festa will be presented May 9, 2021.
C.  CONSENT CALENDAR:
1. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to approve a Revised Treasurer’s Report for July 2020.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
2. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to approve a Revised Treasurer’s Report for August 2020.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.

3. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to approve a Revised Treasurer’s Report for September 2020.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.

4. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to approve a Revised Treasurer’s Report for October 2020.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.

5. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to approve the Treasurer’s Report for November 2020.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.

6. Separate Vote on Item Six Below.

7. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to approve the Pre-Paids for March 2021.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
8. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to approve the Warrants for April 2021.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
9. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to Reject a Claim by Audias Moreno.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
10. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to Authorize the Mayor to Sign a Letter in Support of SB395 Caballero pertaining to Vaping.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
6. Mayor Hogue said, “Can we place “Recording of the meeting on the next Agenda? So that we can record what was really said.”  A corrected comment in the March 16 minutes from Councilmember Porter was reported.  It was then moved by Councilmember Porter and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Pigg to approve the Minutes of the March 16, 2021 meeting as revised.  The motion passed 4-1 as follows: AYES: Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: Hogue.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
D.   BUSINESS:

1. It was moved by Councilmember Porter and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to postpone discussion on setting a Vacant Building Permit Fee until the November city council meeting.  (The number of the proposed Resolution 2021-06 will be released for future use by other items). The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS:  None.  ABSENT:  None.

2. It was moved by Councilmember Orlando and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Pigg to adopt Resolution 2021-08 creating a Red Painted Curb and No Parking Zone at the mailbox cluster between 2125 and 2129 Aviator Avenue.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS:  None.  ABSENT:  None.

3. A Covid-19 Virus Update was presented.  As of April 21, 2021 Merced County was just released from the Purple Tier/Widespread to the Red Tier/Substantial.  Churches may now hold indoor services.  Retail stores may open at 50% capacity.  Restaurants may open for indoor dining at 25% capacity.  Gyms may open at 10% capacity.  Dos Palos High School is no longer considered an Active Outbreak Location.  The Governor’s Curfew has been lifted.  The total number of 2020 and 2021 Dos Palos virus cases is 952, which is one case for every six persons.  Only 7 cases have been reported in Dos Palos in the month of April 2021 which is 0.35 cases per day.  Dos Palos has had 14 virus deaths over the 2020-2021 period.
4. It was moved by Councilmember Porter and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Pigg to authorize a third round of $1,000 Covid-19 Business Assistance Program Awards to the following:  Palace Furniture and The Gym.  An application from Dan’s Auto is pending and will be brought to the next meeting.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
5. It was moved by Councilmember Orlando and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Pigg to Authorize the City Manager to sign an agreement on behalf of the City with EMC Planning Group for Housing Element Work, HCD Reports, and LEAP Grant funded work, taking over for the retiring Martin Carver of Zero City.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
At this point, the meeting returned to Public Forum to introduce Luis Quinonez, General Manager and Channing Tanner, both of (Allied Waste) Repubic Services in Fresno.  They spoke briefly.

6. It was moved by Councilmember Orlando and seconded by Councilmember Bravo to conduct the Annual Review and Acknowledge No Changes to the City’s Investment Policy. The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
7. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to Award the two 2021 Fireworks Sales Permits to Dos Palos Bronco Boosters and Dos Palos Girls Softball.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.
8. It was moved by Mayor pro Tem Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Orlando to Accept recent Surplus Items sealed bid sales results as final, and authorize Public Works to sell, recycle, or dispose of remaining unbidded items, as follows:

Lot #
     Item



    Bid

Bidder
1. 1988 Chevrolet Dump Truck

$501.00

Fred Sousa
  356.00

Joseph Branco

2. Mighty Mower Trailer


    10.00

Fred Sousa

3. Grounds Master 224 Mower & Trailer
  200.00

Fred Sousa

4. Small Utility Trailer



No Bids Received

5. 8 ft. 3-point hookup Disk

  300.00

Greg Garrett

  104.00

Darrell Fonseca

6. Vibrating Roller


  300.00

Fred Sousa

7. Boom Mower




No Bids Received

8. Police Radar Trailer


    50.00

Greg Garrett

9. Ranger Pickup Bed



No Bids Received

10. 100+/- 6’Cyclone Fence Privacy Slats

No Bids Received
11. McDowell Craig Norwalk 4d File Cabinet
  158.99

Darrell Fonseca

    20.00

Manuela Sousa

       12.
HNI Hon 5 drawer Filing Cabinet
  229.99

Darrell Fonseca

       13. Shred Master Shredder


    25.00

Darrell Fonseca

       14. HP Printer



    24.00

Darrell Fonseca

       15.
Dell Computer/Inspiron


  562.02

Darrell Fonseca

The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  

NOES: None.   ABSTENTIONS: None.   ABSENT: None.
9. It was moved by Councilmember Orlando and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Pigg to Introduce Ordinance 421 Recodification of Documents.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter. NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.  The First Public Hearing was opened at 6:45 pm.  Michael McGlynn said, “Anything to grant public access would make it easier for everybody.”  Police Chief Rich McEachin said “This is a great thing, a great tool for Police also to find codes more quickly.  As an example, we recently searched a long time to find one pertaining to chickens.” Randy Miles asked, “Are chickens allowed in town?”  (while not pertinent to this ordinance’s public hearing, staff responded that chickens are not allowed in the city, however the State of California does allow them under certain conditions such as with medical prescriptions and as support or therapy animals).  No one else requested to speak.  The First Public Hearing was closed at 6:48 pm.  It was then moved by Councilmember Orlando and seconded by Councilmember Porter to Waive the First Reading of Ordinance 421.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter. NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.  
10. Following discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Orlando and seconded by Councilmember Bravo to adopt Resolution 2021-09 Authorizing City Engineer Garth Pecchenino, QK (Quad Knopf) to Submit Invoices for funding from the State Drinking Water Construction Grant and Loan Forgiveness Program (New Water Plant Construction Project).  The motion passed 5-0 as follows:  AYES: Hogue, Pigg, Orlando, Bravo, and Porter.  NOES: None.  ABSTENTIONS: None.  ABSENT: None.

E.   CORRESPONDENCE, EVENTS, & REPORTS:    Various Reports were made including:

 1.    City Engineer Garth Pecchenino presented a Power Point Presentation regarding the City’s
        New Water Treatment Plant Project, and answered many questions.
2. The Audit will likely be presented at the next council meeting in May.

3. The Budget will be set for adoption on June 15, 2021. 

4. A Magnitude 3.7 Earthquake occurred on 04-07-21 15 miles SW of South Dos Palos.
5. Mayor Hogue announced a Heart Health Scholarship Walkathon May 1 at O’Banion Park.
The Council was in recess from 7:51 pm to 8:02 pm

F.   EXECUTIVE (Closed) SESSION:  At 8:02 pm, the City Council entered into

        
Executive (Closed) Session with City Attorney Edward Amaral regarding:
1. Personnel: Bookkeeper, per California Government Code 54954 (e), 54957 (b)(1).
2. Personnel: Police Officer, per California Government Code 54954 (e), 54957 (b)(1).
3. Personnel: Chief of Police, per California Government Code 54954 (e), 54957 (b)(1).
4. Anticipated Litigation: Allied Waste Services per California Government Code 54956.9

The Council emerged from Executive (Closed) Session at 8:37 pm with no action taken.
G.  NEW BUSINESS (Open Session):
By consensus, the Council directed staff to activate the performance review portion of the City’s franchise agreement with Allied Waste Services (Republic). 

H.  ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm in memory of:





Dean Kelley 81,





Kenneth Fipps 80,






Thereza Sotelo 79,





Laretha Johnson 67,






Armando Herrera 64,






Herbert Franklin Allen, Jr. 61,






Keith McWatters 56,






Rotha Robinson 54,






Crystal Perry 45, and






Erica Neal 30.
