Dos Palos City Council Minutes
March 21, 2017
A.  CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor April Hogue called a regular meeting of the Dos Palos City Council to order at 6:00 pm in the City Council Chambers of the City-County Building at 1546-1554 Golden Gate Avenue in Dos Palos, California.
1. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor pro Tem Alice Thompson.
2. An Invocation was led by Councilmember Thomas Pigg.
3. Roll Call: Acting City Clerk Darrell Fonseca called the Roll finding all five City Councilmembers present: Mayor April Hogue, Mayor pro Tem Alice Thompson, Councilmember Joe Lerner, Councilmember Michael McGlynn, and Councilmember Thomas Pigg.
Others present included:  City Attorney Edward Amaral, Judy Ball, Barbara Branco, Public Works Director Designate Gordon Bonds, DPOLJUSD Trustee Jeff Chase, Suzie Cole, Judi Coleman, Mary Coronado, Anne Krippner Falaschi, City Manager/CEO Darrell Fonseca, Frank Fountain, Public Safety Director Dewayne Jones, Judy Lerner, Lenny Lopez, Chief of Police Barry Mann, Katy Miller, Janet Miller, Merced County Supervisor Jerry O’Banion, City Engineer Garth Pecchenino, Carol Pera, Bobby Powers, Sandra Powers, Public Works Director Michael Smith, Carmen Sousa, Dennis Vincent, Frank Vincent, Jeanne Wagner, and one unidentified woman.
4. Urgency Additions or Deletions:  None.
5. Public Forum:  Barbara Branco of 927 Fir Avenue said that since the drive by shooting at her neighbor’s house recently, the Police confiscated weapons and Probation served warrants at her neighbor’s house but they have done nothing and should evict the tenants.  She said that she heard that the Police have been called there over 34 times.  Staff replied, “They’ve (the Police have) obviously done something, as you just said, they confiscated weapons and served warrants.”  Chief Mann said, “We conducted a thorough search and confiscated firearms, and the residents said, they will just get more.”  He said he didn’t believe that there were that many calls to that location but will get the information during the meeting and report back (see report under Staff Reports later in meeting).  Judy Ball of 1041 Golden Gate Avenue asked if something could be done about the slumlord across the street from her house.  Chief Mann replied that the house in question is actually occupied by its owner.  City Manager Fonseca said that once a new Code Enforcement Officer is hired, the location will be inspected.  Carol Pera of 1310 Oliver Street said “You’ve been looking for a Code Enforcement person for months, pick someone and hire them tonight!”  He responded that until just recently, none of the applicants qualified for the position however two are now going through the interview process.  Frank Vincent of 1674 Valeria said there is a lot in back of the hospital, where Wes Batey used to live, that is covered with garbage.  Staff replied that someone will check it out tomorrow.  Janet Miller of 861 California Avenue said she is glad that the city council has an invocation but it shouldn’t be specific by invoking Jesus.  Other members of the community representing other faiths may be offended.  Other faiths such as Muslims or Sikhs should be encouraged to participate.  City Manager Fonseca responded that “The city offers the opportunity to provide an invocation to anyone.  We’ve had a variety of presenters including other Christian faiths, Jewish, even agnostics.  In fact, we were one of the first cities in California to have a Hindu invocation.” Councilmember McGlynn said that he too feels it is important and just recently requested that MCAG also begin their meetings with an invocation.  School board trustee Jeff Chase of 885 Golden Gate Avenue said that “I’ve mentioned this before, I see Fireworks sales licenses on the agenda tonight and I’d like to see us revisit enforcement of illegal Fireworks like Clovis by going after property owners where their tenants use illegal fireworks.  Fire Chief Dewayne Jones said he would try to put something together for the next meeting.  Judy Ball spoke again and said, “And one more thing, can’t something be done about all the marijuana plants at my neighbor’s place.”  Chief Mann responded that “The voters of the State of California have now legalized recreational marijuana and his plants are legal according to the State.”  Bobby Powers 825 Fir Avenue said “Yeah, no, I agree that it’s worthless to call the Police.  I’ve complained about speeding on my street and nothing is done.  I’ve had the burglar alarm go off at my house and it’s easier for me to have one of my friends go there and check it out before the police arrive.  It took 20-30 minutes before the Police even get there, lot of good that does.” (See report under Staff Reports later in meeting).  Dennis Vincent commented about activity in the (roofless) building behind Cloud 9.  Chief Mann reported that “I and my staff met with the occupant, a Mr. Herrera, and inspected his vehicles.  They are not stolen.  He was told that he cannot operate there but had leased the property from the owners.  He will soon be moving the vehicles to a location on Valeria just outside the city.”
B.  COMMENDATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, & PRESENTATIONS:

Fire Chief Dewayne Jones presented the 2016 Annual Fire Department Report.  Fire Personnel include:  Fire Chief Dewayne Jones, Assistant Fire Chief John McCarthy, Deputy Chief Dave Jordan, Fire Captains Michael Bryant and Martin Meraz, Training Officer Anthony Figueroa, Firefighters Sean Davis, Ray Echevarria, Eulisis Gutierrez, and Chris Zuspan.  A rigorous training program includes Emergency Medical Training, Search and Rescue, Wildland Firefighting Skills, Auto Extrication, Fireworks Safety, Incident Command System and National Incident Management System Training, Portable Water Tanks, MCI Training, Hoselays and Mobile Attack, Fire Prevention and Building Construction, Drafting and Fire Hydrant Operations, Hazardous Materials Recertification, Extrication and Rescue Equipment.  In 2016, the Fire Department handled a total of 1148 calls, 554 in the County and 594 in the City.  City calls included 503 medical aides, 56 public service assists, 7 structure fires, and 28 other fires.  By comparison, in 1986 they had 23 personnel and handled only 114 calls, in 2016 594 City calls were handled by just 10 personnel.   
C.   CONSENT CALENDAR:
1. It was moved by Councilmember McGlynn and seconded by Councilmember Lerner to approve the Treasurer’s Report for October 2016.  The motion passed 5-0.  AYES:  Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.
2. It was moved by Councilmember McGlynn and seconded by Councilmember Lerner to approve the Minutes of February 21, 2017.  The motion passed 5-0.  AYES:  Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.

3. It was moved by Councilmember McGlynn and seconded by Councilmember Lerner to approve the Pre-Paids for February 2017.  The motion passed 5-0.  AYES:  Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.

4. It was moved by Councilmember McGlynn and seconded by Councilmember Lerner to approve the Warrants for March 2017.  The motion passed 5-0.  AYES:  Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.
D.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


1. Tabled from the previous meeting.  Mayor Hogue had proposed the creation of a     2-Hour Parking Zone on 120’ along the South side of the 1900 block of Blossom Street.  Following discussion, no action was taken.

2. It was moved by Councilmember McGlynn and seconded by Councilmember Lerner to waive the Second Reading of Ordinance 413 – Prohibiting Residency in Commercial Buildings in the C-1, Central Business District, Downtown amending Dos Palos Municipal Code Title 17, Chapter 32, Section 070.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows, AYES:  Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.  The Second Public Hearing was opened at 6:50 pm.  Judy Ball, 1041 Golden Gate Avenue, Dos Palos, asked if the proposed ordinance would give the police the power to remove occupants from Mumby’s (2002 Blossom Street).  Chief Mann clarified, “It provides police officers with an ordinance to quote while asking them to leave.”  He said, “I really don’t anticipate much resistance.”  No one else requested to speak.  The Second Public Hearing was closed at 6:53 pm.  It was then moved by Councilmember Lerner and seconded by Councilmember Pigg to Adopt Ordinance 413.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.
3. It was moved by Councilmember Lerner and seconded by Councilmember Pigg to waive the Second Reading of Ordinance 414 – Prohibiting Unlawful Camping, amending Dos Palos Municipal Code Title 9, Chapter 27, Section 010.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows, AYES:  Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.  The Second Public Hearing was opened at 6:55 pm.  No one requested to speak.  The Second Public Hearing was closed at 6:56 pm.  It was then moved by Mayor pro Tem Thompson and seconded by Councilmember McGlynn to Adopt Ordinance 414.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.
4. It was moved by Councilmember McGlynn and seconded by Councilmember Pigg to waive the Second Reading of Ordinance 415 – Prohibiting Long Term Trailer Parking, amending Dos Palos Municipal Code Title 10, Chapter 16, Section 161.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows, AYES:  Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.  The Second Public Hearing was opened at 7:00 pm.  No one requested to speak.  The Second Public Hearing was closed at 7:01 pm.  It was then moved by Councilmember Lerner and seconded by Councilmember Pigg to Adopt Ordinance 415.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.
E.   NEW BUSINESS:


1. It was moved by Councilmember Lerner and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Thompson to authorize staff to issue Fireworks Licenses on March 31, 2017 to the Dos Palos Athletic Boosters and the Pentecostal Church of God if there are no other applicants; and if more apply, to conduct a lottery to determine the recipients of the two licenses.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None. (At the deadline, there were no other applicants).
2. It was moved by Councilmember McGlynn and seconded by Councilmember Lerner to authorize the purchase of a new police patrol vehicle utilizing Vehicle Abatement Funds to assist in paying for the vehicle.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.
3. The monthly water and wastewater utilities monitoring report and water usage report were submitted.  City Engineer Garth Pecchenino said that the Water Plant project is on track and he is exploring other possible grants.

4. It was moved by Councilmember Lerner and seconded by Councilmember Pigg to adopt Resolution 2017-02 Adopting and Approving the 2017-2018 MCAG Work Program and Budget.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.

5. City Manager Fonseca reported on the Existing RTIF (Regional Transportation Impact Fee) Program.

6. City Manager Fonseca reported on the Proposed RTIF (Regional Transportation Impact Fee) Program and specifically the multi-million dollar Dos Palos Christian Street Intersection Project which he proposed.  The Council by consensus directed staff to convey the City’s position to the other MCAG members that it supports the new RTIF in concept, only if all the other entities also participate, and will consider action only after the City of Los Banos agrees to participate.
7. It was moved by Councilmember Pigg and seconded by Councilmember Lerner to adopt Resolution 2017-03 Adopting and Approving the Measure V – Master Recipient Agreement with Jurisdictions, Certification of Agreement and Participation.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.

8. City Manager Fonseca explained the possible Measure V Bonding Process.
9. The City Manager reported the Measure V Oversight Committee application process.
F.   CORRESPONDENCE, EVENTS, & REPORTS:   
1. Chief Mann reported that the site of the recent drive by shooting, 885 Fir Avenue has had 17 calls in the last three years.  He also reported that Mr. Powers residence at 825 Fir Avenue has had 24 police calls, all false alarms, and with one exception of 13 minutes, the police responded to all of the other calls within an average of 3 minutes.
2. Director Jones reported that Chris Zuspan will be honored as Firefighter of the Year in Merced on April 12.

3. Director Smith reported new poles and lights are now installed at Pierini Park, funded by a grant from PG&E.

4. Councilmember Pigg encouraged everyone to attend the Lion Club’s 50th Anniversary Dinner on March 25th.

5. Councilmember Lerner reported the possible closure of the Skilled Nursing Facility at Dos Palos Memorial Hospital.

6. City Manager Fonseca reported that Saturday, April 8th is Clean Up Day, and that Public Works did an excellent job of cleaning up and painting the Big Ben sign at Center and Almond, which was a job we’ve been trying to get to for over a year.
7. Mayor Hogue said that she will be coordinating a Community Clean Up program in conjunction with Clean Up Day for everyone to participate and to follow her articles and column in the newspaper.

G. RECESS:  This session of the Council meeting was recessed at 7:54 pm and continued to time definite (5:00 pm, Tuesday, March 28, 2017).  

H.   RECONVENE:

The meeting was Re-called to Order at 5:02 pm, Tuesday, March 28, 2017, in the city council chambers of the City-County Building.  Four city councilmembers were present:  Mayor Hogue, Mayor pro Tem Thompson, Councilmember Lerner, and Councilmember McGlynn were present.  Councilmember Pigg was not present as he was preparing dinner for the City-County Relations Committee Dinner to be held later this evening.  City Attorney Ed Amaral, City Manager Darrell Fonseca, and Judy Lerner were also present.
I.   NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED:
1. Following a report from City Attorney Amaral, a Public Hearing was opened at 5:12 pm regarding the formation of a Groundwater Sustainability Agency.  No one requested to speak.  The Public Hearing was closed at 5:13 pm.  It was moved by Councilmember Lerner and seconded by Mayor pro Tem Thompson to adopt Resolution 2017-04 intention to form a Groundwater Sustainability Agency.  The motion passed 5-0 as follows: AYES: Hogue, Thompson, Lerner, McGlynn, and Pigg.  NOES:  None.
J.   ADJOURNMENT:           There being no further business to conduct at this time, the

meeting was adjourned at 5:13 pm in memory in memory of Alice Bertao 92, longtime local resident, farming family, mother of late Fresno Police Officer;        Lur Dean Brown 90, longtime local resident, mother of Mr. Kara Hall, grandmother of City Hall bookkeeper Tracy Mosby; Willie Pinto 86, longtime local resident, 16 years as the City’s Public Works Streetsweeper, Dad of Finance Director Manuela Sousa; Mrs. Jessie Yniguez 79, local resident, active at Sacred Heart Church;         Joe Carter 77, longtime local farmer; John Alarcon 70, longtime local resident; and Ronnie Perry 59, longtime local resident.
